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as dat 


E that will look over the Hiſto: 
ries of the moſt famous Kyng- 
 doms and Governments of hs 

S- - World, will find that they have 
1 been raifdand carried onto their moſt exs 
1  alted Heights, (altho eftrang'd to the 
| Kpowledg and Worſbip of the True God) 
JT by the Rules and Prattites of Moral Ver- 
J Furs: And that when the Babyloni- 
'] . an, the Perſian, the Grecian ayd Ro- 
man Monarchies fell to decay, it was 
|. Laxary and Vice that open'd the Door to 
1 Het in that Ruin which tranſplanted the 
1 Zcepter ; from efe Kingdotiz to another 
or as ling as they kept to their Anti- 
ens Vi —_—_ hs _ Foundation, 
#nd alſo built up the Edifice of their 
A 2 
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04) 
Strength and Grandear'; they maintain'd 
their Power, they contina*d their Em- 
pire : but as ſoon as they grew looſe and 
vicious, when Bribery and Corruption, 
Softneſs and Flattery ſeiz'd upon the 
Court, and Debauchery ' and Fraud, and 
contempt of Religion (altho a falſe one) 
* had infeited the People, they quickly grew . 
” for thoſe Judgments which ſwept |} 
them into that Pit 4 Deſtrattion, which "| 
. their Immoralities had been digging as the | 
' Grave of their dying Glory and Great- |} 
neſs. be Bas 
59 tho I do not affirm that Domini? } 
on is founded on Grace; yet I afſerr, } 
That all flouriſhing Kingdoms are' e- }| 
ſtabliſhed by Vertue : And that what 
People ſorver depart from that, they cut 
down the Props, and remove the Pillars \ 
that ſupport ' their own Strength and Fe= 
 licity. And this is not only hifftorically '\| 
- frue, in 6 ch Þ the Ages that are paſt 
and gone, but actually Fs in reſpect of oth | 
ſelves, andthe wery Age and Day in w 


' and Day in which * 
or live: 11417501 only focin re of 
the Nature of Vertae, whith pives Meh Þ 
L TOY oof ” 2 . p a A J 


 *#-noble and elevated Mind, carries them 
thrs the greateſt Difficulties, and by Tauſe 
tice and Honeſty maſt neceſſarily catiſe the 
Sun of Proſperity to ſhine upon. them : 
And on the other ſide, in refer of the 
 Natureof Vice, which enervates and fof- 
tens hall tha are its Vaſſals, takes amay 
their Courage, brings on Fear, ana creates 
' thofe Jars and: Jealouſtes among a People, 
which makes *ems divide,and become an eafy 
Prey to the next bold Invader, Þ ſay, Ru- 
in is not only the Conſequent of - Vice and 
| Debauchery, in reſpet# of the thing it 
felf; but much more in rape of God, 
whoſe Juſtice and Holineſs cannot allow, 
that a wicked People ſhould long be happy 
or flouriſh in the enjoyment of thoſe Fa- 
wvoars whith. they have forfeited by their 
Impieties; Tot EA 
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aclivering us; 1ſt, From" Idolatrow 


| 7 late Fears and Dangers, (from the 


have behav'd our ſe 
| liverances and ow Aron y with | 


from Profaneneſs to Holineſs, to tej 
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Worſbip, (T mean that of the Charch of 
Rome _ _ are ſtill nip with 
it. 2dly, In ſaving us from Deſpotick 
Tyranm and th Arbitra Fain whith has 
prey'd upon ſome of our neighbouring 
C her ;dly, I» reſcuing us from 


apprehenſions of the breaking in 
ji; mean, Idolatrous Worlhip, and 
Arbitrary Power? when we had little bye 
of orefieeing our ſe yen either, Tho | 
we have enjojed theſe Favours, and have © 
pretended too to be ſen who of them ; yet we | 

es under theſe De | 


great Ingratituae,and loud Provocations ; 
ſo that we ſeem by our Deeds, to ſay with 
the Jews of old, Jer. 7. 10, Weare de- 
eye to do al theſs Romans 7 = 
or where is there an lic e 
our preſervation to Beret of 4 


are grateful to our Deliverer'?' And'tha 
we look upon it as the Hand of Heeven |} 
ow has ſav d ws Pe Fexrst Should F 
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ous enquire after the Returns of Repen- 
mn Reformation, in reſpet? YE 
main Body of our People, 1 am 100 fen- 
ſable they cannot be found or percerved «- 
mongFt us : But pn the contrary, that we - 
are as lewd, as wile, as wicions as ever; 
and that in ſome Sins we outſtrip the Ini-. 
aities of our Fathers, in that the Hire- 
ling 1s oppreft in his Wages, a4 we 
{ell the Poor for Silver, and the Needy 
for a pair vf- Shoes; we make mer- 
chandize one of another, and have no 
farther any regard to the Publick Inte» 
reſt, than as it's ſubſervient unto our 
own Private : We have loſt that pub- 
lick Zeal, and AﬀeQtion which every 
Man ought by Nature to expreſs to 
the Land of his Nativity. When 7 
have read: ſome. Sayings kd the old Pro- 
phets, deſcribing the great Degener acy 
of the Jewiſh - State, (in that. Age k4 
the World) T have been. affeited wth 
melancholy thoughts, that | cur Cends- 
tiow- js but too near a Copy, of that foal 
Pattern... | E 
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8 g y 
the Cries of the Poor, ( which are \very* 
loud and clamorous in all our Streets, F 
am ſure, at leſt, in thoſe that T daily 
walk) I may be miſtaken ; yet the ſcan-- 
diloas Debaacheries, which are too noto- 
ri0us, and all are ſenſible of ; all, F mean, 
that are the Friends of Piety and Vertae ; 
 grve 4 juſt cauſe to fear that '(notwith- 
ſtanding we whiſper to our ſelves Peace 
and 8 7. } ſome heavy Judgments from 
the Juſtjte of Heaven are yet approach- 
. Wd ſince nothing but Refs 1 mati- 
00 cal ; fit as for Mercy, ſince *tis not our 
being Proteſtants that can ſcreen us from 
the Fire of Deſtruction, if we are re- . 
orm'd only in our Dotrines,” but not in 
"our Lives: 'Fherefore it has, and will be 
the Eternal Honour and Reward of” ſome 
among us, whoſe Names are written in the 
ſens C heratters in the Book of Life, 
That God has made them ſenſible of oar 
Degeneraty, and has ſtirr'd them up to 
undertake this great and" noble Work of 
checking the predominant Vices in and «- 
', bout this' great City ; Such as profa- 
Io. of the Loney _ the — | 
: & 
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| ble Sin-of  Curſing 'and Swearing z: 
Þ Houſes of Lewdneſs, and - notorious 
Uncleanneſs, - Drunkenneſs, Whore- 
dom, and the like ; by endeavoaring the 
execution of thoſe good Laws which have 
piouſly been enatted for this End and 
Parpoſe. SHO INS: kn; hl 
. - And this Undertaking, which at firſt 
was but like Elyal*s Cloud, no bigger 
than a Man's hand, has, by the Dive 
Bleſſing, Jo enlarg'd it ſelf, that there 
| are now above twenty Socteties in and 4- 
f . bout this Great City, who have dedica- 
'l _tod themſelves to this Good Work. _ 
| And that it' might be made the more 
1 manifeſt, to the terror of evil- d 
it has been refoly'd, that Four Sermons 
' a Year, viz, One on the Monday next 
_ - enſuing after+the four uſual Quarter-. 
| Days, ſhould be preach'd by ſome Mini- 
frer of the Church of England, -to ſbew 
and Jef the Excellency of this Des. 
$ fn, ana to encourage to 4 reſolution in 
3 27ts execution; i $4463 
= And being requeſted f0. perform this © "4 
3 Office, and alſo: to make publick what Þ _ 
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bord; d; 7 bev nov pofor'd br, 
tbo' I ms ormance 
bas been by. fav too /— grit 
fo gloriow aWork.. 

And heving thus given an Acrount (| 
of the Occaſion of this Dyenurſe 5 : I ſball 
only add, That after this De bon was be« 

an by Members of the Church of Eng- 
fand, (be it-fpoken to their "_— teſt 
commendation and praiſe) many Diſk 


| _ ſenters did join with them, an have 


| been very zealous and vigorous in pro- 
this GREAT END, with. 
ont the leaft animoſity or jarring about 
the unhappy difference that les be- 
EWeen Us. - m—_ the great and ſo God 
in his due time cloſe « pn Breaches, and © 
make 6s all ſenſible, that Real Holineſs is 


the onh Big of True Chriſtianity. 


Er —_ Lent wk 
5, my ſelf to you who. are s 
. of LOT fone Horieties for the 
erage an of Manners :. 1's 4 par- 
rio of Divine Love, . as well 
F Immortal Honour that the 
7 Almighty 
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(1) - ; 
Altnighty has conferr”d -apon: you 1 that . 
he . fied —_— Zed is Joh, 

t0 endeauoar to ftop the notorious Pro- 
| Faneneſs and Wickedneſs of the Age in 
whith we live. A SAS Tnds -» 

It being an Undertaking ſo juſt in its 
Deſign, o commendable in its End, that it 
carries before it in the plaineſt Charafters, 
"That it came down from/God ; and as I 
hope its a chearful Inſtance notwithſtand- 
ing our great degeneracy; that the Almigh- 
ty has not abandowd us, as altogether in- 
corrigible, to Judgment and Rain : So 1 
pray it may not be the laſt effort of Divine - 
Admonition, trying if we will" by theſe 
Methods be reclaim? d,and render our ſelves 

capuble of the Favours we deſire + Or if it 
be, That it may not be rendered fraitleſs, 
either by a general Contempt caſt upon'it, 
:and fo this holy Fire be quenchd by an 
over flowing general flood of Impiety; or 
olfe by your growing weary, and cooling in 
your Zeal, and fainting in your Wark 
#n4 thereby give occaſion to the Children | 
of Wickedneſs, not only to-triumph wer 
you, but over Religion it ſelf, and ſo open 
| OL E 4 


F 


nn 


A 


(12,) 
# door to thoſe terrible Judgments ta ſeize 
upon us, which we have too much cauſe to. 
fear as the conſequence of our Sins, The 
© deſign of this Diſcourſe is to prevent the © 
latter ; andthe Juſtice, Honour, and Good- © 
neſs of your Undertaking having been ſo 
well juſt ified by my Reverend Brethren who 
have Tone before me, and whoſe Diſcoar- . 
 fes are made publick, I thought T could 

not inſiſt on a'more proper Subjeit, than © 
fo recommend the continuance of your 
Real in this ſo good a Work which 'you 
have undertaken, And to what has been 
delivered in the enſuing Pages on. this ac- 
count, I ſhall only add, That it had been 
much better you had never ſet about this 
glorious Work, if you ſhall at laſt fall back 
and defiſt from it, ſince nothing can more 
amate the ſpirit of Piety, or encourage © 
Vice, than your _— and ſinking 
from 4 Caaſe which you bave ſo openty 

eſpous'd, and by ſo many Overt-Afts a- 

wow'd. hs Pr EE % 
.. T write, Gentlemen, to you conjunttly, 
and to every particular Member of your 
Societies ſeverally, and therefore am not 
ko ſolicitous 


Fi 


©3). Pact 
olicitous 1 ould take "an in ious 
fon Fj 7 que the C Kebouap or 
ridicule the Application of it, taken from 
ſo low an imployment as that of the Plow ; 
inte the plainneſs and cloſeneſs of 'the Si- 
militude, as well as the Authority of Hin 
that gave it, tannot diſpleaſe. any that are 
' not Atheiſts. _ or that contemn not th 
Wiſdom of the Bleſſed Jeſus, the Author 
oi. 
if I acknowled; that gon do undervalut 
your Undertaking, by urging the mean- 
neſs of it, in allowing (tis true) that it's 
a good Work to ſuppreſs the'abomina- 
ble ſin of Curſing and Swearing, of 
profaning the Lord's Day, and Houſes 
of Diſorder, &c. which are too nu- 
merous about this City. But what's 
all this to the'rooting out of that ſpirit 
of Selfiſhneſs Which is broken looſe a+ 
mong us, that Bribery and Corrupti- 
on that has almoſt eaten out the Vitals 
of the Nation, and which are the 
Ref ſymptoms of approaching De- 
ſtruction ? 'To- which I anſwer ; wiſb 


T there ere 'n0- occaſs 07 for this irregular 


Obj ] ect top, 


I 


£293 'I 
 Objetion, and I daily pray that the Lord 
may pour forth « publick Spirit upon ut, _ 
that we may not aiſwer the Charafter 
which he gives of the laſt days, That 
Men (ball be lovers of themſelves ; but 
that ſuch a q\omereia, ſach a generous 
Love to our dear Countrey thay be rais'd. 
wp inthe Flearts of all in Authority, of 
ul that are intraſted with the admintſty a> 
tion of publick Mfrs that every Man © 
may prefer the publick Intereſt before his © 
own ; and that all who wear the bady 0 
Power nay be Perſons anſwering Jethro's 
Cherater, Men of Truth, hating Co- 
vetouſneſs, . : WEFP | 
Bat ſince it"s allow'd even by the Ob- }] 
qetfors, 'That it"s « good Work which you 
are eng4g 4 in, altho it daes not reach al 
the Ends that they deſire ; therefore ſare- 


{4 "tis your Hanour, your Intereſt, and 
uty to be zealouſly affefted in ſo good 
a thing, And who knows but that God' | 
mgy be pleas d,(ſreing you ſincere and 2e4- | 
lows in his Cauſe, where it lies within the 
vergu's Jour Power, in ſnppreſſang 

to 


leſs us in ſuppreſſing; 


"0Þ 


 , 
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his more immediate Provident, thoſe Diſ- 
grders which are ſe far oat of. pac 
which are ſo deffruttive unto our con 
mon National Intereſt ? I ans ſave its the 
enly way to avert Judgments, and obtain - 
Mercies, to repreſs Sin : andin doing aur 
duty where we 64n, we may expet# Afſeft- 
ance, and a Divine Hand to help as in 

thoſe things where we cannot. 
. There are other Objefors who arge, 
That you move in « Sphere that you art 
hd in, and unto ffretch your 


Vertae; and is liſted as a Soldier to figi 
the Lord's GPs. fy, W 

| .. And as to others who oppoſe 
Scorns and Deriſion ; they ax 144 
who by their Lives are contrary to the 
regarer Comrſes you endeavour to inforce, 
> 


9 


Þ ſe Mouths muſt (avd I hope ſborthy 


wi) be ſtopt. 


Eee es 
7 


"= * 16 ) 6 . 
Since therefore you are engag'd in a 
field of the greateſt, Honour, in a Cauſe 
' \ fo beneficial to the Souls of Men hereaf- 
I Fer, and to their Bodies here ; May the 
great God inſpirit you with Zgal, with 
 Pradence and-lndaſtry, conſonant to your 
worthy Deſign.” Thts t the Prayer of, 


[| 
: WF 
Td 


Gentlemen, 
Taur moſt hamble Servant 


and Welwiſhet, 


J. Ruſſell. 


Luke ix. 62. 
No Man havme put his hand to the 
Plough, and looking back, is fit 

- for the Kingdom of God. 


H E Service of jeſus Chriſt, and . 

the Work of Religion; is a Bu- 
 ſineſs of that Honour and migh- 
ty Importance, that it deſerves 
our. moſt ſedulous and conſtint Endea- 
yours, and commands a moſt ſtrict adhe- 


|. rence toit from all its Profeſſors; 


_ It requires of all thoſe that engage in it; 
a reſolution to perſevere and go thro all 
its Stages, and to hold on to the end of 
its Journey ; ; and to think nothing dear in 

compariſon of the Love of their Maſter 

4 whom they ſerve, and the Crown of Glo- 
] 7y which is propos *d as their Eternal Re- 
3 ward, For thoſe that draw back at any 

I little Difficulty, and faint in the hour of 
JF Trial, and time of Teniprtation ; that have 

T B tiot 


Er 6 AED EM "Ts Se + , 
s £ - Aol oe REES bd) 2 4 EN EN Edo bn tt og <1 
GO -+, BY, Y: MEE ER oats oe ate a 7% fe Fu S: Fr 
* L F 


- 


(18). 


not ſpiritual Strength, nor Coutage ſuf- 


ficient to buoy them up againſt ſome . |. 
Shocks. and Oppoſitions which they muſt 
expect to. meet with here in the World : _ 


Such Perſons ſhall never, at the great Day 


of Account, be adjudged faithfdl, or wor- : 


thy of that incomprehenſible Felicity, 
which ſhall be the Portion of all-thoſe 
that are truly the Servants of Jeſus Chriſt. 

Religion carries with: it ſuch a Grace 


and Lovelineſs, it appears (even to the - 
common Perſons of the World) with ſuch 
a Majeſty and Advantage, that he muſt | 
be ſtrongly engaged in the Work of Sin, | 


_ and cloſely fetter'd, even from his Infan- 
cy, in the ſlavery of Satan, that never 
had any Purpoſe or Reſolve to be one of 


its followers. And I am apt to believe | 


that the far greateſt nomber of Man- 
kind have at ſome particular times, in 


their wiſeſt and moſt conſiderate hours, 


| (being convinced of its Worth: and Ex- 


cellency) made Reſolutions to ſet about * 
Godlineſs, and to walk in the Paths of 
| Vertue and Religion. : 1 
But when they have found it a Buſineſs 
- of difficulty to quit their Sins, to deny 
their Luſts; and that the power of Holi- ]. 
neſs would abridg perhaps their Profit and 
worldly Advantage, and deny them the 

| __ Excutr-? 
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(19.) 


' Excurſions of ſenſual Gratifications ; that 
- the way of Piety would ſometimes be at- 


tended with'Taunts. and Reproaches, and 
the-T horns and Briars of Afronts and In- . 


 dignities:. Then, like thoſe whom our Sa- 
viour deſcribes by receiving Seed on ſtony 


Ground, They are preſently offended, their 
Warmth decays, their Zeal grows cold, 
and they falter and ſtumble, and at laſt 
deſiſt from their good Reſolutions. 

.. And tho they have often, on anew fit of 


| Zeal, ſpringing frona reſtored ſenſe of the. 


Excellency, Benefit, and abſolute Neceſlity 


| of a holy Life, renewed their: Attempts 


to: proceed in Piety : Yet Satan and the 
World returning again with ſtrong At 
lurements-to the ways of Sin, All their 


. good Purpoſes, like an evening Cloud, 


have vaniſhed away, and they have eaſily 


return'd to their formgr Follies, put on 


their old Fetters, and been baſfled and beet 
off from all their Religious Undertakings. 
Like the Children of- Iſrael, when deliver'd 
out of Egypt, and purſuing their Journey 
to the promiſed Land; yet by and by - 
their Appetite (tho they fed upon Angels 
Food) gave them an hankering for /e- 


4 lons and Cucumbers, and Garlick, and 

S Onions; and this (tho an Argument of 

_ prodigious Folly, yet): made them in their 
; Wk. 


hearts 


8 No who 24> * 
-” W_ 
Was 


0 Cs) 
, hearts retuth -back to the Houſe of Bon- 
Þ dage. 'So Theſe not-being conſtant in hea+ 
| venly Reſblutions; have look?d'back' with 


and. the "Delights 'of the World; and 

could not keep up tothe Juſt tenour of 
their own-pood Purpoſes. ©; 

- But yetnotwithſtanding, being ſtiflper- 

haps under "the ſenſe- of Conviction, 'and 

the ſtrugglings - of Conſcience ; in order 

therefore to flence That; and to rebate 


 Aame' Project "with thoſe Strangers plan- 
ted by 
the Cities 6f Iſra&; who when Lions were 


the Lord, ( 2 King. 17. 13.) in order 
to remove'the Plague, and yet not wholly 
quit their Idolatry, they made'a mixture 


dos. And To the Perſons, which fall'vn- 
der the Character which I have been now 
deitribing, will endeavour''to reconcile 
their temporal and ſpiritual Intereſt, and 


to the inward Arguings and Reproofs of 
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its - edp; they have at laſt falln on the 

rmaneſer the King of Afyria in 
n 

ſeat among them, becauſe they feared fiot 


of Religion, '-and ferv'd God 'and their 1- 


carry on both, mix the Concernsof Time | 
and Etetnity, and be moderately religi- | 
ous, -and moderately wicked: And reply 


_ their own Mind, when/that checks 'them 7 
forthe decays of their former Zeal, and. 
rien, TE] , their 7 


«a a —_— — p——* a 
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| chicks ſtate of Lukewarmnefs, and declining 
their firſt Love : | 

© Why ſhould I attempt.a Degree of 
: HolineG aboye others, by appearing in a 
© fingular Zeal in the Cauſe- of Religion'? ? 
And-not only concern my-felf for my 
© own Salvation, but alſo for the Salvatioh 
© of the Souls of my Neighbours, -as if I 
* were made my Brother's Keeper?, And 
« perhaps after al}, my Zeal maybe no ber- 
< ter than folly,in procuring the Frowns of 
< Superiors, the-Loſs of a Cnſtomer, the 
* Coldneſs ofa Friend, the Shyneſs of an 
& intance, becauſe Fan now 1tiff on 
s che eboke: and preſſing the Dnties of a 
© rigid Piety on all occaſions. And it ma 
& 
o 
c 
« 
. 
c 
c 
c 
c 
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favour. of Preſumption-too, and a fond 
conceit of-my own Abiliries, tp attempt 
the Reformation of the Ape; and to a- 
mend the World. My Zeal may be too 
hot; as well as too cold ; and Moderation 
and Self-preſervation too is good in all 
things. And therefore ſince Piety ought 
to be mix'd with Prudence. let me not 
exceed the Rules of Diſcretion. 
Such Returns as theſe to the Calls of 
Conſcience, are very apt to ftifie if, when 
the Will and Aﬀecions remain unſan&ifi- | 


+} cd, or ina meer moral State. And -Men 


may —_ themſelves thatall ſhall do wefl, 
B 3 | | an 


(22) : 
and that Heaven and Eternity may ſtill be 
gain'd, and Salvation ſecur'd without {o 
much adoas ſome Perſons make, and that 
they themſelves have been more warm _ 
than wiſe in the Buſineſs of Religion: And | 


worldly Intereſt, and mundane Deſigns, | 


and finful .Pleaſures,* egging on ſuch © 
thoughts, and urging ſuch falſe and ſinful 
Arguments ; it becomes.a ſnare and a 
ſtumbling-block to multitudes, who ſtill 
may-think their eternal Welfare ſecure e- 
 nough under the decays and apparent wa- 
nings of their former Zeal and Holineſs. 
But that ſuch Perſons as theſe are in a, 
4dangerous ſtate, and altogether unfit for 
" the Serviceof Jeſus Chriſt, and the Glory 
of his Kingdom, and to have their Names 
inſerted in the Book of Life, our Lord in- 
forms us here in this Chapter, by the obſer- 
vation which he himſelf made on the com- 
portment of ſome who pretended a great 
deſire to be his Diſciples. In the 57th Verſe 
of this Chapter we read, that a certain Per- 
ſon appli'd himſelf nato our Lord with ve- 
ry great ({ſeeming)Zeal and Aﬀection to his : 
Service, Lord, I will follow thee whither ſoever © 
'thou goeſt. But on our Lord's telling him, }. 
'. that if he would engage in that Undertak- | 
ing, he muſt not MW, any ſecular advan- } 
tage, but rather the contrary; in regard 1 
that. 
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that tho the Foxes bad Holes, Dens wherein 
tolodg; and the Birds of the Air bad Neſts, 
places to retreat to,to rooſt in all the night: | 
Yet he (tho Lord of all things) here in the 


World, had no where to lay his Head ; no 
Houſe, no Bed, no place of his own to re- 


ceive him; and therefore noneq were [to 
expect the Advantages of this World, by 
an entrance into his Service: on which we 
read no farther, and hear no more of this 
great Pretender. And calling to another, 


'&. 59. to come. and follow him: 'he deſires 


firſt, that be might bave leiſure to bury bis 
Father. He did not abſolutely refuſe to 
obey our Lord's Command, but he was 


willing to procraſtinate and put .off the 


time. Anda 3d ſeeming willing to be his 
Diſciple, yet would excuſe himſelf. from 
the immediate attendance on his Service ; 
Lord, 1 will follow thee ;, but let me firſt bid 
them farewel which are at home. To whom 
our Lord replies in the words of the Text, 

No Man having ut his hand ta the Plough, 

and looking back.is fit for the Kingdom of God : 

:.e. No Man having engag'd himſelf to my 
Service, and after turning back to his ſe- 
cular Concerns, with a regard had firſt to 


thoſe, '15 fit for the Kingdom of ' God, The 


words are allegorical, preſling a conſtancy 
to fines Service of Chriſt, from the dili- | 


= B 4 pency 


Ws" 
gence of him that tills the cand; As ”Y 
our Lord had faid, © He that holds the 
< Plough, muſt keep to his Buſineſs, not look 
©behind him, or neglect his Work, to trifle 
© 2bout other things "that come into his 
s head; if he does, he's unfit for ſuch an Im- 
« ployment as requires a conſtant atten- 
© dance on it. So thoſe that enter into my. 
* Service, they muſt put on Reſolution, and 
© not make vain and trifling Excuſes to re- 
* © turn back to the Aﬀairs of the World, but 
' © be conſtant and ſedulous, otherwiſe they 
© are not qualified to be my Diſciples ; and 
\ ©ſo by conſequence are unfit for the Glo- 
© ries of my Kingdom, which are only de- 
< ſign'd as the bleſſed Rewards of the ſincere- 
* 1y Faithful, and conſtagtly Laborions, 
The Text appears to be. a ſevere Re-. 
proof levell'd againſt the coldneſs and neg- 
tigent carriage of too-many. who profeſs 
to be Diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt; who having 
engag?d themſelves by their Charafter and 
Vows, by their Office and Order, by their” 
Profeſſ z0n-and Preten/zons, to be his Follow- 
ers, to eſpouſe the Cauſe of Religion, and 
Piety, and the Intereſt of Holineſs; and. 
yer. after all theſe ſolemn.Declarations;: by - 
a ſad Tergiyerſation return to the World. 
and the things pk and to a remiſs and. 
looſe tie of Ile +, \nd like Zor's Ws: 
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25) 
by Sodorn, tho they were once, by themer- 
ciful hand of convincing Grace, brought 
out of that ſupine and finful- Condition in 
., which by Nature they lay, after all thoſe 
bo Enlightnings' and LeQures of their own 

| F © Conſciences, do return again like the Dog 
T tohis Vomit, to their former Corruptions:; 
or at leaſt with longing Deſires and incur- 

ved Hearts, look back to that ſtate which _ 

will become a Prey to Fire and Brimſtone. 
In ſpeaking therefore on this SubjeR, I 

- fhallendeavonr to do theſe following . 
things. | 


I. To ſhew what its to put our Hands 
to the Plough. | - 

1I. Toe ſhew what it is to look back. . 

| HI. To ſhew the Danger and fad Conſe- 
FT :- nence of ſach a dreadful Retro- 
.. _ ſipeQtion, 'after we have been engag'd 

| in fo good a Work; which is, That, 
: - ſuch Perſons 4re 10 fit for the Kingdom: 
FI of God. 


}. FT. For thefirſt, What it is to pit our. 
{4 | Hands to the Plough. ES 
3 _ Sinceour Lord himſelf is pleas'd to make 
4 viſe of this fo plain and hoinely a Meta-. 
+ phor; I hope 1t cannot ſavour of Clow- 
7 ines or Rnibicity to follow his Ex-. 
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ample ; 'and ſince he applies it to thoſe who 
make a Profeſſion of being: his' Diſciples, 
and afterwards withdraw themſelves from 
his Service, I'am ſure it's ſafe and eaſy 
too 'to follow ſuch an Expoſitor. The 
Plough, we. know, is an Inſtrument'of 
Husbandry; and they that hold it render 
the Ground fit for Seed 3 and this apply'd 
_. ſpiritually; ſignifies all thoſe that labour 
to make the World ht to bring forth fruits 
of Peace, that ſtrive to reform the deplo- 
rable ſtate of Mankind, and to render 


. of the Word. 
To put our hands to the Plovgh there- 
fore, Is to declare againſt Sin and the 
Kingdom of Satan, and to aQ& againſt it 


vice of Jeſus Chriſt, to endeavour to rend- 
er the Church fruitful of good Works : 
"tis to commence an holy 'Warfare a- 
gainſt the ſtate of Darkneſs, to ſuppreſs 
Vice, and encourage Holineſs,. and to do 
what in us lies to carry on the Cauſe and 
Intereſt of Religion. ?Tis with an holy 
Zeal, and an undauntedneſs of Mind: to- 


Vice which is breaking in upon the face of 
the Church; and not only to reform our 
ſelves, and bring our,own Lives into a con- 

( - formity 


% 


Mens Hearts capable to receive the Seed +. 


in our. Station : Tt is to engage in the ſer- 


make oppoſition againſt 'that torrent of {| 
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formity to the Divine Pleaſure, but alſo - 
ſtrenuouſly endeavour to reform others ; 
' to break up that Soil which'is cruſted over _ 
witha Callus of Sin, and to render it fit 
for the ingrafted Word of the Goſpel to 
enter. *Tis, in a word, publickly to e- 
ſpouſe the Cauſe and Homour of Religion, 
and to give a check to the growing Pro- 
greſs of the Synagogue of Satan. 
And ſince the Church of God, in holy 
Scripture, is compar*d to a Field, as our 
Lord himſelf. delivers it in that Parable 
(Mat. 13.) of the Wheat and the T, ares > 
let 'us conſider how much every -parti- / 
' cular Perſon is concern'd'in the Tillage 
and Cultivation of it, in order that a 
bountiful Crop of! Righteouſneſs may be 
brought forth to the Glory of God, and 
the Salvation of thoſe that labour in this 
holy Imployment. 
1/3. Every Man by Nature is a barren 
Ground, in- which only the Seeds of Sin 
ſpring up and fructify, to the diſhonour of 
God, and deſtruction of himſelf. And 
ſince by that infinite Love of God, in 
giving Jeſus Chriſt, and contraQting with 
- ps on conditions of Love, he has render'd 
us capable of bringing forth Fruits meet: 
for Repentance, and reaping, as the effe& 
of ſuch a gracious Harveſt, eternal Life F 
| An 
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And fince on our entries into this contract. 
of Peace (I mean, the Covenant of the 
Goſpel) we have ſworn to our great Maſ- 
ter to become his Subjeds and Servants, to 
fabour in his Vineyard, to be diligent in 
his Work; the negle& and breach of which 
awful Vow. willterminate in Deſtruction : 

Every one therefore that i baptized into 
Chriſt, 'and has put on- Chriſt, and has re- 
ceived the Seal of the Covenant of Grace 
confirm'd by our Redeemer between God 
and Us, has put his Hand to the Plough : 

He has vowed himſelf to be the - obedient 
Servant of Jeſus Chriſt, and has declar'd 
himſelf an irreconcileable Enemy to all 
Ungodlineſs ; he has promis'd, according 
to the Prophet, Fer. 4.3. To break up the + 
fallow Ground of his Heart, and not to ſow 
among Thorns : and agreeable to Hoſea 10._ 
22. To fow to himſelf in Righteouſneſs, and - 
thereby to reap Mercy, to break up the fallow 
Ground, ſince it's time to ſeek the Lord, till he 
come and rain Righteouſneſs upon bim. 'But,, 

_ 2dly. Since we are not deſign'd by our 
great Creator for our ſelves alone, but 
made for Society, and \therefore for the 
Good and Comfort of others : And ſince 
in this regard there muſt be a diſcrimina- 
tion of Perſons, in reſpe& of Superiority 


"Ip Inferiority, it will be fit ro COT. 
Now 


(29) 8 
| how far we have put our Hand to this 
good Work in the behalf of others, and 
' Who thoſe are that are more particularly 
concerm'd init. And indoing this, 1 ſhall 
briefly conſider the three. great Diviſions 
into which all Men are rank'd, giz. Thoſe * 
of Magiſtrates, Miniſters, and People ; and : 
ſthew how far each are more than others 
obliged, and have more immediately ſet 
their Hand to the Plough: TOM: 

1. As to Magiſtrates. A ſtate of Go- 
vernment among Men is appointed by the 
Light of Nature, as well as by the Law of 
God : and ſince thoſe that are Governours 
ought to be'Copies and Patterns for 'the 
Governed, therefore are Thoſe more e- 
ſpecially concern'd in dire&ting others by 
wholeſom Laws, and juſt Sanctions, where- ' 
by the Honour of God, and the preſent 
and future Good of Mankind tay be ſup. 
ported. woe ants 


Magiſtrates © are the Repreſentatives of 


_ God; and if they will not render them-. - 4 


felves altog&her unlike the Majeſty of 
Heaven, and unfit for, and unworthy of 
the CharaCter they bear, they muſt more 
eſpecially #mitate God, in beſtowjng Fa- 
vours and Encouragements. on the Vertu- 
ons, and by” infliting Puniſhments' or the 
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*'Tis their more immediate Duty to ena& 
and execute ſuch Laws, as- may' be for the 
ſuppreſling of Sin, and encouraging Ho- 
lineſs. And ſince the bigheſ# Magiſtrate 
in this our happy form of Government, - 
. I mean our | Sovereign, (on whoſe Head 

the Almighty pour -down ſtreams \of Mer- 
cy) is Shliged by the ſolemnity of. an 
Oath, to adminiſter Juſtice in Mercy un- 
_ fo: all his People 1 hope all thoſe that 
are delegated by him to be his Subſtitutes, 
are, and will be ſo conſcientious in the 
performance of their Duty, that Thas 
' Tuſtice which we owe to God in obeying his 
Laws, as well as That which we owe to 
Men in preſerving their Right, may be 
truly and impartially executed, accord- 
ing to St. Peter's Rule, 1 Pet. 2. 14. For 
the puniſhment of evil doers, and for the 
praiſe of them that do well : Since they can- 
_ not bear the Sword in vain, but it muſt. 
be drawn forth by them to eſtabliſh Righ- 
- teouſneſs, or elſe will be drawn forth on 
them to ſtrike themſelves into eternal 
Confuſion. | | 
' And ſince God has called Magiſtrates to 
ſuch an high degree of Honour, that they 
are his Vice-gerents ;, they therefore by 
virtue of. the acceptation-of - their Office, 
have put their Hands to this good Work, 

le © | being 
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being called to be nur/ing Fathers of the 
Church; and they bear the Sword of God 
for this very purpoſe, not to'be a terror 
unto good Works, but' unto the Evil. 
And if Any ſhould remain idle and neg- 
ligent, or take up this Office for any 
ſiniſter Ends, to ſerve themſelves ra-' 
ther than the Publick, to fit down in ſloth 
rather than to cultivate the field of God's 
Church, ſuch. Perſons become guilty of 
a moſt wretched Sacrilege ; and have the 
greateſt Cauſe to fear, that their Swords, 
which have not been imploy'd in the 
Cauſe of Yertue, Juſtice, and Piety, . ſhall 
be turn'd into Darts, and levePd againſt- 
themſelves in the day of eternal Wrath 
and Vengeance. - "IR 

All. Magiſtrates therefore, . whoſe buſi- 
neſs it is to put in-execution thoſe excel- 
lent Laws which are enacted for the pro- 
pagation of Godlineſs, and correction of 
Sin ; Thoſe on the account of their Honour 
and Office, bave put their Hands to the Plough 
of God. | | 

2. Another ſort of Men who are. more 
. . eſpecially engag'd to this good Work, are 
Miniſters; Thoſe I mean, who are called to 
preach the Goſpel, and to declare the glad 
tidings of Reconciliation between. God 
and Men, by the Man-Chriſt Feſus. And 
i FE. _ We 


nee 


We indeed of all Men are mare immediate- 
ly concern'd, ſince our whole Life ought to 
be dedicated to this heavenly Work, to la- 
bour for the Converſion and eternal Salva- 
tion of Mens Immortal Souls; to ſhew 


them the danger, and the fatal event of _.Y- 


an ill-ſpent Life, and a Converſation im--/ 


i Auhs the works of Sin. The Lord 
has ſhewn us our Dignity and Duty, by the: 
Prophet Ezekie), ch. 33.7, O Son of Man, I 
bave ſet thee a Watchman unto the Houſe of 
Iſrael ; therefore thou [halt hear the word at 


my Mouth, and warn them from me. And ' 


if we who are called to this Sacred Dighi- 
ty, of hearing the Word at the Mob of 
God, 'of having his Oracles committed un- 
to us, who are made Ambaſſadors of 'Fe- 
ſus Chriſt, to declare God reconciled to 
the World on the Terms of the Goſpel ; 1f 
we fail of rebuking, reproving, and ex- 
+ horting , with all Gentleneſs , we i 

and Love; if we fall under the CharaQer 
of idle Shepherds, negleQing the Flock; 
thro our want of Zeal in the Cauſe of Je- 
ſus Chriſt, and by ceaſeug. to deelare. the 


"# 


whole Counſels of God for Mens Salva- _ 


tion - we ſhall find our Account io heavy 
at the great and general Audit of. the 
' World, that go Dooni willl be equal to the 
Condemnationof Tuch who have thus pre- 

' | varicated 
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varicattd, and wretchedly Lighted their - 
Office and Buſineſs, Ezek. 33.8 
T Tiew s the. greateſt Honour we are capable | 
J of,/'in being brought nigh to God, and ins 
3 truſted with the Miniſtration of the Word 
\ Y. of Life, tobe appointed pri Foam eters Las. 
bourers in raiſing the glor 
the Church of Shed, to > he di a 
with the CharaQter of the Legats of E Hea- 
ven, fent in the bleſſed Errand of invit- 
ing Men to become reconciled ts God; 
} Andas the Reward of ſuch ſhall be infi- 
4 nitely great, who ſhall with Conſcience 
and Zeal ditcharge this Duty; they. ſhall 
ſhine as the Stars in the. Firmament for ever 
and ever ; '$o-the Puniſhment alſo of thoſe 
that negle& this Doty, ſhall be inconceiv= 
+ ably great, the Blood of Souls ſhall be re-. 
| quired at their | bands; and the Smoke of 
their Torments ow aſcend up for ever' and 


erefore-are another ſort of 
Perſons, who "have. peculiarly engag 
- themietves/ts: labour -in God's Field, to 
| carry on the Deſign and Intereſt of Holi- 
| neſs} olds oe x77 their hand to the-. 
1 Floogh of Gas | 
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of Religion; is bound to this Work. For 
ſince the Cauſe of Religion -is the common 


Cauſe of every Member-of the Church of ' 


Chriſt : Since we are obliged by our Bap- 


tiſmal Vow , to fight | againſ Sin, the | 


World, and the Devil; and are bound, by 
virtue of our Allegiance to.our Redeemer, 
to endeavour to exalt his Kingdom, and 
to increaſe the number of his Subjeds : 
Every Man therefore is concern'd for his 
Neighbour, is obliged for his Brother, to 
do-what is. poſlible to-pluck him out of 


the Power of Satan, and to bring him in- 


to a ſtate of Mercy through obedience to 
Jeſus. Chriſt, And ſince there's a princt- 
.ple of Love and natural Compaſlion in 


all Mankind, which is wonderfully im- 


proved and anRified by Grace; wo that 
every one. that comes' to conſider. the 
worth of his.own immortal Soul, will have 


.a concern of Charity for the Soul of ano- 


-ther : Therefore we ought to be. (and in- 
' deed we ſhall be if we are our ſelves rege- 


nerate) ſolicitous for theSalvation of all. 


i 


Rm. 
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Mankind ; and every Man will become a ] 


triendly. Monitor nato his Nei; 
will come to him in Prudence, in Kindneſs | 
- and. Serrecy, - if he ſee- him negligent. i In ; 
. the ROPOriag Concern of hiseter nal al Web 
lane and will- requeſt- 


hbour, and | 
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us 


7 his heedleſs Condition; that he'd take 


nably vicious,*that nothing but the terror 


ſtrainthem from the open violatiorw of the 


'] irate, that where the Force of Perſwaſion 


ſome cognizance of the way in which he 
is walking, whither it tends, and where 
*twill end; that he'd not ruſh into: the 
Gulph of everlaſting DeſtruQion- thro? 
folly and incogitancy, but. conſider the * 
Weight of Eternity, the Worth of bis Soul, 
and the Love of God, and the Value of 
Heaven, and the dreadful State of Eternal 
Fengeance ; and that he'd Jabour earneſt- 
ly to obtain the one, and avoid the other. 
And rhis is a Duty which we owe to Man- 
kind, both as weare of the ſame Nature, 
and as we arecommanded by the Divine 
Word, Lev, 19, 17. 'Thou ſhalt in any wiſe 
rebuke thy Neighbour, and not ſuffer Sin upon. 
bim. ' And 1ſo St. Paul, Heb. 3. 1-3. Exbort. 
one another daily, while it is called, To day © 
And (in another place) let us provoke one a= 
nother to Love, and to good Works. And far- 
ther, We are not only to Perſwade our 
Neighbours, and to uſe all the Methods of 
Love and'Kindneſs to engage them totheir 
Duty ; but alſo; ſince ſome are-ſo abomi- 


and puniſhment'of the Magiſtrate can re- 


Law of God ;ytherefore it's the Duty of 
every: Man to dete&'” Such unto the: Magi- 


C3 cannot 
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cannot prevail, there the Power of [the 
Sword mway- reſtrain. | And: that 'tis our: 
Duty this to difcover all fich Perſons whe 
are - the Open and - Notorious! Oppoſers: of | 
pPrety,, and endeavour © bring upon thent | 
legal 4{hflitions-; not only-appears, front 
the nature of the Thing, bat alſo from'z \ 
conſideration of that general Daty which. 
| kes upon us, ©0 labour for the ſupport of 
the Kingdom of Chri/s, and the ſuppreſit- 
on-and deſtruction of the Power of Satan. 
And 'fince there are Many fo deplorably 
wicked, that the whole Bent and Frvam þ 
of Their Converſation as dcandalous and vi- | 
cious, -offeniive to: Gord, deſtractive - v0 } 
Themfebves, and Pernicious *2o -Orers.: | 
Therefore:every-Man tsbound- in Conſei- 
ence to.'Gad, and in Honour to Yerthe, wo | 
*1ake ſuch. Perſons: publiok Examples; by | 
 labouring to-ifflict thoſe Penalties upon . 
them, which our good and wholſom Laws | 
have determined. 
- ?Disonr great happionſy, chit we. Jive { 
under a -Government where: Iniquity-s fo 
tar: from being eſtabliſhed"by _— ore | 
muckas left Neutral, thac*es for> 
bidden;-bnt/alſo-puniſhed-Bur's Laws: 1 
arenothing butdead/Leteers, and Juſtice |} 
holds: but ;4>wooden Sword without exec |} 
Hon by for tis that WR fe of an E 
Ww.. 


; ; 
b-. 
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| Law it If, and the Hogour of that *ople 


which. enjoy. ſuch wholeſam Coaltitutions, 
And fince Adagy/rates, to whom the execu.- 
tion of qur, Laws are cammitted,cannot.de 
it, withqut infaxmation of the Per/oxs and 
Crimes of Offenders z therefore. *ris every 
Man's Duty... as. he yenders. the Honour of 


* God, and the. or 6 Gola the In- 


creale.of the Church, . and the Good of the 
Weal-Publick,. and as He moawd. n9/-.be . @ 
partake of other Acas, Sius in idling and 
cancealing them, to detect ſuch as openl 
and.coummantly affrent the Majety God 30d, 
andthe Authority. of Man, by. natarious 
Vices,and theſe ſcandalous NIIGNEs whieh 
make us ſtink. in rhe. Naltrils. of the. Al- 
mighty, and bring down his Plagyes and 
Judgments ypan us, 1, 

. -- Pak, this Poiat having been, formerly {o 


a in-his Name as. a Labourer in; the . 


Field of the Church of Chriſt, in order to 
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grow up to Eternal Life: 


may all | 
'- But beſides all this, more particularly 
God has ſtirr'd up the Hearts of Some in 
and about this Great City, whoſe Numbers 
God of his _Y increaſe, and whoſe Zeal - 


God of his Goodneſs augment, who have : 
united themſelves in Religious Fraternities, 
for the more effeQtual carrying on of This _ 
Glorious and never to be enough commended 
. Work, of giving a cbeck to Vice, and reform- 
ing { if poſſible ) the corrupt and depraved 
Manners of the unhappy Age in which we 
live. And You who are enter'd into this 
Noble Deſign, whoſe Hearts God has more 
eſpecially touch'd with a ſenſe of your 
Duty, You have in a more than ordina 
manner put your band to the Plough. An 
to encoufage you in it, I ſhall truly affirm 
that this Work, and the Undeftakers of 
it, are the great ſpringing Glory of. our © 
Church, and a comfortable Teſtimony 
that God has not utterly left us off to. 
Judgment. 
' This isa Deſign worthy of Aer, as we 
are the Image of God; and worthy of 
Chriſtians, as we are the Diſciples of Je- ' 
- ſus Chriſt. *Tis the Cauſe of 


God that } 


you have undertaken, in oppoſition to the } 
Devil ;, and the Cauſe of Yertue, in oppo- | 


. ' ſition to Yice ;, and of Religion, in oppo- | 
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fition-to Atheiſm. ? Tis an Enterprize that: 
is every way praiſe-worthy ;-and I may 
ſpeak it with. a: ſufficient degree of. Reve- 
Tence, -'T1s worthy of God:to.own, and Men 
to proſecute;z,.and I hope it's-carried on by 
Means that: are. agreeable unto the noble , 
End which it. deſigns. : 41d certainly 10 
Man can oppoſe it,, or become an Enemy unto 
it, that does-not- firſt by b1s own Life render 
bamſelf obnoxious to it. . ©... 2 
_ - But nog, any. Brethren, if after you have 
thus begun in a Divine Work, and have 
increagd your Numbers, and diffugd your 
Deſign throughout the Parts of this mighty 
_ City; and you have ſeen many good Fruits 
of theſe-your Endeavours, In cleanſing ma- 
ny Augean Stables of Luſt and Filthineſs ; 
In making many, who made noconſcience 
of profaning the Name of God, to ſet a 
bar before their Lips; In repreſling the Diſ- 
orders. which: are'too frequently commit- 
ted. on the Lord's Day 3 And (in charity 
one may hope)of bringing ſeveral toa ſenſe 
of their Sin;-and to a. firicere Repentance, 
and to bleſs; the Almighty for this your 
Undertaking :: *Now if after all this, Sa- 
tan ſhould become ſo miſchievouſly ſuc- 
ceſsful as to ſtifle your Zeal; and to baffle 
you in your- Work by thie little Mocks, 
Scofts, and Taunts of thoſe that are his A- 
Meds -- > C4 gents , . 


(40) 

gerits;. If you faint at the oppoſition that 
you muſt expe& tro meet with from the 
Frowns of Some, and the Threars of Others}. 
If this beat you: out of the Field into which” 
you have cntred in order fo work:It would 
not only be a fad Omen of your own on 
tual Decay, bot be alfo a great Diſconre 
- ment. unto. Others; and would give t 
- greateſt blow unto the Cauſe of Religion 
- by adding the Trophies 'and. Enſigns = 
Succeſs, to the black Trinmphs of the 
Prince of Darkneſs. * 

But. this 1 ſhall farther inſiſt on in' the 
next part of the Text, which i ©. as 


H. To ſhew what tis to Jook back. © 
- As the putting our Hand to the Plough 
intends the ingaging our ſelves in the Cauſe 
and Intereſt of Holineſs, and endeavour- 
ing the repreſling of Sin, and propagation 
of Piety ;' fo to: lock back ſignifies, a with< 
drawing our Aﬀettions and *Endeavours 
from it, and a relinquiſhing this Ms TRIory 
ons and commendable an Enter] hi 
"| And in ſpeaking of this, I all brief 
take notice, 1/, of the Perſotis-; 3; and 2dh,Of 
_ the Temptations inducing, eo, this infel 

Retroſpection. 

* And in the firſt place, as to the Perm; 
q cannot but briefly remark with a m | 
choly 


"Tiny 
choly Refleftion, that not only vaſt Nam: 
bers, who are engag'd by the awful Ohli- 
Extions of Baptiſm, have no more fenſe of 
Duty and kotereſt, than' if they had 
been hronghrt up in a Land of Darkneſs. 
Not only great Multitodes hear the Goſpel 
every day, and themfelves alfo read the 
Holy Scriptrres, and yet they are fo *emas 
a Bok ſeal'd;, they neither feel, nor un- 
derſtand their Power and Life. 
| ke alfo there are others, who have had 
eb oh and ſenſe of their Dory, have been 
er Con{ftions, and taken wp Refolu- 
ns for ch rh and Eternity 3 z and yet all 
their Porpofes, like Epbraim'”s Righteouſ- 
nels, have been but as 4 morning Dew, 
which is preſently confum'd with the heat 
of the nextapproaching Tertipration. And 
ehis' is very ſadly ro look back, after we 
have fet our Hands to the Plough : when 
we have felt the warmings of the Divine 
kg: In oor Hearts, the incubations of the 
' Ghoſt brooding on our Souls, in Or- 
M we to bring forth the Image of God in a 
ſtate of renewed Holineſs; when we. have 
made ſome advances in Picty, and. have be- 
run mn the Spirit, yet after all to end in 
the Fleſh; this is miſerably to look back - 
from our Employment, and ſolemn En- + 
pagement, | "8 == 
ut 


*, 


'But 2dly, to carry on my Application: :- 
'., You, Gentlemen, who have promis'd to 
become the Servants of Jeſus Chriſt, not 
only by the Vow of your Baptiſm, but alſo 
by the Rules of thoſe Religious Aſſociati- 
ons into which you are engag?d, to encon- 
rage. one another to walk as becomes . the 
Goſpel, and to declare your ſelves the Qp- 
ponents to Vice and Ungodlineſs, and to 
repreſs Profanation, Debauchery, and Ex- 
cels, within your ſphere and knowledg, 
by endeayouring to give Life and Vigour 
to thoſe good Laws, which our Pious Le- 
giſlators have eſtabliſh?d for this End:; 
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Confider, you have put your Hand to the | 


_ Ploughof God ; for 'tis his Cauſe that you 


are engagd in; and if upon the account. - - 


of ſome- little oppoſition, you withdraw 
your Aſſiſtance, ' or ſtop-in your Duty, 
this is the looking back here intimated in 
the Text.” | : 
© Ibeg, Gentlemen, I may not be miſtaken, 
as if I was afraid you were weary of that 
good Work which you | have ſet yaur 
Hands unto, and were abaut. to relinquiſh 
it; my. Diſcoutſe proceeds from another 
Deſign, namely, That by ſhewing the great 
Miſchief which muſt attend your forſak-- 
ing this Cauſe, I might the more effetu- 
ally recommend it-to your Selves, and per- 
| __ _ "ſwade 
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ſwade Others to engage in it, and encou- 
rage your Zeal to all the prudential and' 
vigorons Methods which are needful for its' 
Proſecution. 5 ESL a 1 
But” yet, ſince "tis not impoſſible, 'but 
ſome who have ſet their Hands to this 
good Work may look back, may flag in 
their Diligence, and cool in their Aﬀecti- 
. ons; I ſhall briefly take notice of ſome of 
the Temptations trending to it ; and theſe. 
fall under one or the other of theſe 3 Heads. 
1. Fear. 2dly. Shame. © 3dly. Sloth- 
1/t, Fear. When a Perſon that has not 
firſt ſat down and counted the Coft, what 
it will ſtand him in to be the Soldier of Je- 
ſus Chriſt, and what degree of Valour 
and holy Reſolution it requires to fight in 
this glorious Cauſe, and to labour in this 
, Work ; that he muſt be ſincere and impar- 
tial, not afraid of the Reproaches of 'the. 
Small, or the Frowns of the Great, or 
any diminution of his temporal Intereſt : 
when ſuch a Perſon finds: that the Cauſe 
he has undertook may eclipſe his Profit, 
and that there is indeed greater Oppoſiti- | 
on than he wig ; then he begins: to 
faint, and to chill in his Warmth, and to 
find excuſes for his Receſſion. Bur {et ſuch 
conſider, that St. John tells ns, That the 
Fearful, as well as the Unbelieving, (hall _ 


TE c Tl 
their yart in. the Lake which buys. with Fire 
and. Br Rev..21..8:;.1.e, Such wha. 
faint in the ety Warfare, and. have 
not courage. enaugh to ttand” up far the 
Cauſe of Telus © Ch, in ion ta the 
Conveniencies: and Frien . of. the 
Warld, fuch are uafit far the Ki Kingdom af 
fot. £04 as XY obſerves, "That the 
th: & Stare, Prov. 2.9- 5+ 
A.Snare .an pe RG SRI and an i 
ling, hindrance to religious Duties 3 gr 
that ventures upon the diſplealure of God 
xather than —_ or whom. ſardid ap 
benkons of pany laſs,. or the Cne 
: ip,. or the hrawhbeatings, 4 
| dag aakEr= =o beat. off from his WW. 
ſack a Perſon daes. hereby render himſelt © 
unfit for that. bleſſed Sentence, of Well dane 
d end faithful. Seruaut, enter thou into: the 
Lard. For he that. cannot. ven- 
ture him elf, on. the Cauſe af Chriſt Jeſus, 
and whoſe Faith is too feeble to-ſhore him 
up from finking, under, the, fear af Men; 
fuck a Perſon 15. 2 miſcrable Boud | 
the World, how fair ſoever- 


'A _w_ of Sincerity, po: A vigarous- pra” 
iecution of your glorious Undertaking. 
| : 2d, Shame 


+ 8 


-dlly. Shame 5s another Tertptation to 

jaduce Men to look back. 
Jt has beenthe chiefeſt Policy of Satan, 

 everſſince God has (in wonderful + 

vntb his Glurah): been pleas'd to ſtop the 

violence 'of his Rage and Periecntion, to 

oppoſe R by . Scofts: and Mockings 
| at thoſe that will not ſtifl remain this Vaſs 
_ fals. | Amndohr Age and Nation 'has been 

fo unhappily; exerciſed by ' this ftratagem 

of Hell, that one would be :tempted''tos 

think, that the Prophecy of St. Peter look'd. 
At theſe 'Days, 2 Pet. 3. 3. Knowing this, 
| - vhatthore ſhalbcomemnthelaft days Scnffers, 
BY walking after thejr-own.Lufts. For how ſhas 
1 Holineſs of Life been ridjcuPd;: and the 
k Power-of Godlinefs, and the Life of the 
1 LYtheSpirit, and a ſtate of Converſion and 
. Regeneration," been made the hey gm of 
imptons Derifion, :and ſcornful. 
inſomuch, that Some have been cven «- 
; ſham'd\1_own themſelves.ſo: good as they 
I coally were,/for fear thatfome name of 
Iznominy and"Contampt wauld be caft 


upon then!” 
Andindeed do. $66-Gway! Oppoſith- 
omen eg torbelk'you in 'vhe 


engagd torn the Carte ofa Convifinal i 

Jeſus, _ } 
. <M 
, - WB: , 
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Jeſus, of him that was numberd amimg 
the Tranſgreſſors, and who ' endured the 
Croſs, and deſpiſed the Shame; and if you 
haye not conſtancy enough to bear a little 
Reproachfor the ſake of our great Maſter, 
and to be contented to undergo the name 
of | Informers, and buſy Fellows, or ſuch 
who make a noiſe to get your ſelves a 
Name; if you cannot patiently endure the 
Reproaches of the Agents of Hell, and the 
Lies and'Scandals they will caſt at your 
Doors ; if you faint at this Trial (as Sy- 
racides ſays) your Strength is ſmall. 

And if this ſhould induce any Member 
to look back, let him be afraid of being 
hereby. made unfit for the Kingdom of 
God : for remember what our Lord tells 
us, Mark 8. 38. 'Whoſoever ſhall be aſham'd 
of me. and of my Words, mm. this adulterous 
and ſinful. Generation, of bim alſo ſhall the 
Son of _ an be aſhami'd, when he cometh in the 
Glory of bis Father. with the Holy Angels. 

3dly. Sloth may be another inducement to - |. 
look back: For He that applies himſelf ro 
this good Work with that fitneſs which it | 
requires, ought to be a'Perſon of: Induſtry 
and Diligence, he muſt dedicate fome part 


of-his timefor fighting the Lord's Battels - | 


againſt the ;publick Golzqbs of the Armies 
'of Hell ; he ought to LO Wo | 


* 
,, IR, f f 
, - { g [5 
oy F -E C 
X "FIND. of ; k F « ' : 
bo VeT RS At 4 Ac Als $ x5 wc, 4 Da 


oe ; : os IULNt 2 £26. -* ls 3 OR 2 hy TRADE, : 4 

P's MARE EI EISESH as AE od Eo ERS, ARE V3 "0 5 
MP 22 * 8. > , y oF Ivy e | 
lt 


2 yo © IS 5 Ce” oh : 
Wt EF AE x 
- $1 <4 SEAN YL n'4 Tun 1 "LIARS 
\ £35, ES 3 ha: Oe 
we x. yer Ga. A 6 4 =yt 0 — 
Ls "Me. 5M es Se EO 


_ COKE | 
the Cauſe that he has undertook, and not © 
think it enough: that he has' been a Con-. 
*tributor towards the Charge of this glori- I 
ous Fabrick of Reformation. '' {© 

For tho Ido-notqueſtion/but that every L 
Penny that's beftowed: on this Account, -- 
15 as true Charity, as feeding the: Hungry, 

or -clothing the. Naked, and; has'alfo in it 
| ſomething of an excellency:far beyond.it; © 
_as a Compaſſion on Mens Immortat Souls 

does exceed the pity that*s expreſt to their- 

Bodies ;. yet: I cannot chufe 'but-deliver 

my. Judgment-in this matter, althoit- 
- Hhould happento be contrary to the Senti- 
, ments of ſome here preſent, ' That the poor- 

eſt ember: of * theſe Societies, 'who by 4 
\.. perſonal endeavour labours in this Work, who 
t facrifices his Time. and Pains at this Altar, 
bis Offering 1s, greater, and be caſts in more 
. to: bis Corban, thau they who of their abun- - | -* 
|| dance beſtow many Pounds: yearly : Not } = 
| that I blame, no, I commend--the One, AN 
| { but I highly praiſe and'extol the Other, * 

and I do/ it-in- order: to give'all poſſible -* 
| Encouragement to» a. perſonal, zealous, 7-7 
and /avowed Proſecution of this. Heroick 7 
Undertaking-#@5ic1 0 nfo ny nn ob 
- 4 «Laſtly, Fo conclude this Point,-I ſhall 7 
- | © adda word to.encourage-to-an exemplary -- ©; 
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FE” 7 \ tering 'at the Jame Stones - 


- (4d). 
” And this, if You who have undertaketi._ 
to be the Patrons of Vertue, and ſapports . 1 
ers, of Piety, ſhall fail in; if you ſhall® 
fink down from your : exalted Poſt, to 
the Temptations of the World, and be 
taken in the ſnares of Vice and Diſhoneſty, 
this will be ſuch a Tergiverſation, as muſt | 
not only be fatal to your ſelves, but alſo 
to your Deſign; and will caſt the blackeſt 
Cloud on the honeſt and | ſincere endea- 
vours of thoſe that are joind with you- 
It wil open a Door to all the foul Re- 
proaches. that Hell can invent, 'and the « 
Agents thereof-mje& upon you; which 
will not only fall with the greateſt weight . 
on the Heads..of the Guilty; but will allo 
affect thoſe that are Innocent. 2 
.It therefore becomes every one that is 
engag'd in this Holy Work, to' walk rir- 
-GurſpeHy , mot :as Fools, but as Wiſe, 
confidering the Eagle Eyes of. all pu Pn 
Adverſaries await your ſteps; ' no- . 
thing can, give them ſuck: an eration of | 
impious Joy, | as your ſtumbling and 


hich 5 wo 
deavour to remove: king will nc 
as the worſt ſort of 1c Cy n gf Ack Win 


(49) 
| | the higheſt. Prudence in order_ to: ſecure 
4 'em fromthe reproaches of their Ene- 
4 mics; ſolct chis be/ attended with a Wiſe - 
_ dom and CircyrmpeGion agrecable to it, 
ſuck as your Adverſaries cannot gainay 
- or reſiſt. Andto obtain this, be inſtant 
i Prayer, that That Great God, whoſe. 
Cauſe you have undertaken, would give - 
2 particular. Bleſſing, in directing every 
Member fo! to walk, that” you may be 
Mlameleſs. and: barmleſs, the Sous Fo God with- 
yF. out rebuke, in the midſt of a perverſe aud crook- 
4 ed Generation, among whom yt fhine as Lights 
{ #n the World, 260 TN of Piety, - 
Humility, and Meekn every thing 
that is praiſe-worthy. 


| WI. I come now tothe laſt part of the 
1 Text, whichis, 10ſhew the Danger aud 
'Y ſad Conſequence of ſack a dread Retro» 


| JpeSion, after we have been engag'd in 
; ond. an. Employment, Which is, that 
| he Per ſows 


whocook back, pore far the 
giv ae 
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(50) | i 
in regard the ſenſe is obvious to every Ca- 
pacity, it ſignifying the Enjoyment of /all | 
that Happineſs which Jeſus has purchaſed, | 

- . and is gone into Heaven to prepare for his 
Church and People. And as thoſe who Þ 
are not fit for the Glories of this King- 
dom, do not only miſs of Happineſs, but. 

_ fall into Miſery ; ſo That ſhews ſomething 
more than the loſs of Heaven, there*s an 
implication of the Puniſhment of Hell. 

The loſs therefore of Eternal Life, and 
the Condemnation to everlaſting Venge- 
ance, muſt ſtrike Terror one yery one that 
conſiders the. worth of his. never-dying 
Soul, and what *tis to undergo the Wrath 
of God for ever and ever. But. yet this 
muſt kindle a greater fire of Torment in .1] 
the Conſciences of Some, .than of Others - ©] 
for he that never had the Means of Salva- | 
tion, or 'on whom they never/icame with - 
Power and -Efficacy, the Reflections -of - 
Such can never be ſo bitter, ſo ſharp, and /} 
ſtinging, as of. Thoſe who» have: had the - 

. Clearer diſcoveries of Divine Light and |]. 
Love. And therefore ' for: ſach who bave | ' 
been made partakers of '-the + Holy Gboſt, | 
and bave taſted - the good Word: of God, | 
and the Powers of the: World t0 come, | if |. 

; They fall. away, it's not only *mpoſſible :to }-- 


renew them again by Repentance, "but; al- of . 


, 
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| fo ts: render / their Condemnation half fo 
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tolerable as of thoſe who had never thoſe 
participations. '- . 
Conſider therefore, Tou who have put. 
your. Hands to the Spiritual Plough, in. 
order to cultivate both your ſelves and 
others if you, after both the Vow of your 


Baptiſm, inward Conviction, _ and out- 


ward Profeſſion, and a more thanordina- 


ry. obliging your ſelves to the Service of 
Chriſt Jeſus ; If Tos look back, of all Per- 
ſons in the World, you are molſt:unfit for 


the glorious Kingdom. The Backſlider in 


Heart (ſays Solomon) ſhall be filled with bis © 
own Ways, Prov. 14. 14. 1c. ſhall reap 


the. fruits of his own Folly. Butas Ihope - 


you have well conſider'd- the weight of 
the Work which you have undertook, {os 
I truſt your Perſeverance in it will be- 
come a Pattern to ſucceeding Times, and 
other Places. And that your Zeal, your 
Wiſdom, and Prudence, will be ſtill more 
and more Illuſtrious, and fit you for the 
love of all gogd Men here, and for great- 
er than ordinary degrees of Glory here- 
after. And agreeable hereunto this Ob- 
ſervation ſhall ſhut' up my Diſcourſe, 


- That as he that looks back is unfit, ſo he- 


that goes on and proſecutes his, Work, 


T7 _- that: has an eye of Reſolution, looking _; 
F 55 eg (ED | forward & * 
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